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in his dreams. The existence of a collective unconscious is
more easily disclosed in certain cases of mental derangement
especially in dementia prcecox. There one sometimes meets
with an astonishing development of mythological imagery.
Certain patients develop symbolical ideas which can never be
accounted for by the experience of their individual life, but
only by the history of the human mind. A sort of primitive
mythological thinking is revealed which, unlike normal
thinking that makes use of personal experience, produces
its own mythological forms.
The personal unconscious contains complexes that belong
to the individual, and that form an indispensable part of
his psychic life. When any complexes which ought to
be associated with the ego become unconscious, either by
repression, or by a marked diminution of potential energy,
the individual has a feeling of loss. When a lost complex
becomes conscious again, as, for instance, by psychotherapeutic
measures, he experiences an increase" of psychic energy.
The cure of neurosis is often effected in this way.
When, on ' the contrary, a complex of the collective
unconscious, becomes associated with the ego, the individual
is impressed by the strangeness of these contents. They are
felt to be uncanny, supernatural, and often dangerous.
They may sometimes be felt as helpful interventions of
supernatural powers, but more often as injurious*influences
of a morbid nature; and these result in actual physical
illness, or psychic alienation from normal life. An individual's
consciousness is always altered by the association of contents
which ought normally to remain unconscious. If the
physician succeeds in removing such a morbid association
from consciousness, the patient feels as though relieved
of a burden. The sudden intrusion of such alien contents
often takes place in the early stages of dementia prsecox.
Patients encounter queer thoughts, the world seems changed',
people appear to have strange *and distorted faces, etc.
While the contents of the personal unconscious are felt

